


SEO 

�  What is it? 

�  Seo is a collection of  techniques targeted towards 
increasing the presence of  a website on a search engine. 



Why? 

�  The idea is that you may have an amazing website… 

�  But its no good if  people can’t find it. 



An example 

�  SEO techniques are not top secret, super 
technical, or complicated. 

�  They are very simple things that you 
may already be doing such as… 

�  Giving each HTML page its own unique 
<title> tag.   



Lets start from the 
beginning… 



Search Engines 



Search Engine Stats: 

�  60% of  people search for local businesses through 
search engines. 

�  62% of  people click on a link on the first page of  a 
SERP (search engine results page) 

�  Less than 10% click on links past the 3rd page of  
results 



Indexing 

�  Search Engines gather their results through. Indexing 

�  Indexing involves using automated programs called 
“Bots” “Spiders” or “Crawlers” that  “Crawl” or visit 
websites  and then collects and stores data about those 
sites.   



Bots and 
Spiders 

Follows all links on 
the website.  First 
internal links then 
outside. 

 

Also reads all content 
on page and stores 
all the words in a 
page along with 
info about those 
words  



Google spider vs Others 

�  Google looks at the words within the HTML file and Where the 
words were found:  such as <title> <meta> <h1> <body> tags 

�  The Google spider leaves out simple words like "a," "an" and "the."  

�  Lycos keeps track of  the 100 most frequently used words on the page 
and each word in the first 20 lines of  text.  

�  AltaVista, indexes every single word on a page, including "a," "an," 
"the" and other "insignificant" words.  



Indexing:  How Often? 

�  Google usually takes about 1-2 weeks to find a brand 
new site on the web. 

�  Google re-indexes a site approximately every month.  
(more popular sites get indexed more often)  



http://www.google.com/addurl/ 

Add your Site To Google 



Why so Much about 
Google? 



Search Engine Rank 2009 



Why is Google So Popular 

�  Everyone agrees that Google gives the best results to a 
search Query. 

�  The reason is because it not only takes into account 
keywords but also incoming links.   (think about 
citations in a paper) 



Google’s SERP (search engine results page) 

1.The title:        The first line of any search result is the title of the webpage. 
2.The snippet:  A description of or an excerpt from the webpage. 
3.The URL:       The webpage's address. 
4.Cached link:  A link to an earlier version of this page. Click here if the page   
                          you wanted isn't available. 



Google’s Backend 

� Backend refers to the “behind-the-scenes” 
workings of  any website or program. 

The truth is that nobody knows how 
Google’s algorithms actually work.  
 
It’s a closely guarded company  
Secret.  Each search engine has its 
Own method. 



Google’s Backend 

�  In General…  

�  Google compares your QUERY to the list of  keywords 
in its Databases and uses a very complicated Algorithm 
to find sites relevant to your search. 





Google’s Backend 

�  In General, Things that effect how the Algorithm ranking your page… 

  -Page Speed 

  -Social Metrics (facebook likes/shares twitter links ) 

  -Meta tags (keywords, descriptions) 

  -Age of  the website 

  -Content, Content, Content! 

  -Links  (internal vs external) 

  -Links  (importance of  sites that link to you) 

  -PageRank  (google specific rank system) 

    



Why Results Differ 

�  Because each search engine uses a different algorithm 
and places importance on different aspects. 

�  Yahoo! For example places more importance on Meta 
Tag descriptions and Titles rather than Google does. 



Yahoo!  Is special because it is partly a DIRECTORY 
 
A Directory returns search results like a search engine but 
It’s index is created by actual human beings. 
 
http://dir.yahoo.com/ 
 



Open Directory Project 
(dmoz) 



Why Directories? 

�  Before Google became so good… Directories were better because 
they gave better results. 

�  Snippets or descriptions of  the pages are written with a human 
touch instead of  being excerpted from the HTML page. 

�  From an SEO standpoint, directories allow you to have important 
incoming links from a very reputable source. 



http://www.google.com/dirhp 

Other directories like BestOfTheWeb.com and Business.com 
Charge you large fees 200-300 dollars to be listed.  Don’t fall for it! 



Back to SEO… 



Organic vs. Sponsered 
Seo only effects Organic Search results 



BlackHat vs. Whitehat 

�  These are terms that distinguish between, good, 
reputable SEO techniques and bad, sneaky or 
otherwise disreputable techniques. 

�  This matters because BlackHat techniques can lower 
your ranking in the long run and sometimes even 
Blacklist your site from Google.   



Black Hat Examples 

 
�  Keyword stuffing 

�  Comment Spamming 

�  Invisible Text 

�  Being listed on Link Farms 

�  JC Penny technique 

 

 

If it seems Shady… don’t do it!  



SEO takes patience… 

�  Although you may implement these techniques correctly, it 
may still take weeks or months to see any effect. 

�  Ie.  It has took me about two months to get Rodesco to 6th 
position in Google.  Maybe 6 months to 1rst position. 

�  It also takes time because Google is constantly changing it’s 
search algorithm.  



General SEO Guidelines 

�  Keep Your site Focused on a specific Topic. 

�  This means everything.  Even outgoing links. 

�  Spiders can only read text.  This means no PDFs or Flash.  They 
also cannot read Audio, Video, Frames or the content of  Images.  

�  Use Web standards.  This means separating content from design 
using  XHTML and CSS.  No tables! 

�  Pay attention to the Quality of  links not the Quantity of  links.     


